




















 

 

No comments. 

 

 

13. Habitats Regulations Assessment 

 
As part of the development of the NDF, a Habitats Regulations Assessment (HRA) was 

undertaken. The purpose of the HRA process is to identify, assess and address any 

‘significant effects’ of the plan on sites such as Special Areas of Conservation and Special 

Protection Areas for birds. 

 Do you have any comments on the Habitats Regulations Assessment report? 
 

 

No comments. 

 

 

14. Welsh Language 

 
We would like to know your views on the effects that the NDF would have on the Welsh 

language, specifically on opportunities for people to use Welsh and on treating the Welsh 

language no less favourably than English. 

 What effects do you think there would be?  How could positive effects be 

increased, or negative effects be mitigated? 

 

No comments. 

 
 
 
 
 
 

Please also explain how you believe the proposed NDF could be formulated or changed 

so as to have: 

I. positive effects or increased positive effects on opportunities for people to use 



the Welsh language and on treating the Welsh language no less favourably than 

the English language, and 

II. no adverse effects on opportunities for people to use the Welsh language and on 

treating the Welsh language no less favourably than the English language. 

 

No comments. 

 
 
 

 

15. Further comments 

 
 Are there any further comments that you would like to make on the NDF, or any 

alternative proposals you feel we should consider? 

 

Western Power Distribution (WPD) supports Welsh Government’s outcomes as 
established by the National Development Framework and in particular its 
recognition that current patterns of development and the infrastructure which 
supports it will need to change and adapt significantly in the future.  As the 
distribution network operator for the south of Wales, WPD is presently expanding 
its current role as distribution network operator (“DNO”) in to that of a distribution 
systems operator (“DSO”). This is in recognition of the changes which currently 
face the generation and supply of electricity and the challenges which are already 
emerging in terms of increased demand both for generation and supply.   

The draft framework identifies the necessity of low carbon generation and WPD is 
aware of Government’s ambition to achieve net zero carbon emissions by 2050.    
WPD is committed to supporting Wales’ transition to a carbon free economy but 
would suggest that the steps to be taken to achieve such a change need to be set 
out and explained clearly within the document.  The policy framework should in 
the opinion of WPD be more supportive and accommodating of the way in which 
both business and society will operate in the future.  The changes required to 
achieve this to the electricity distribution network will be fundamental and it is 
essential that the planning system will support them. 

With regard to the challenges facing WPD it is recognised that specific policy has 
been prepared for the consideration of renewable energy developments, to 
provide encouragement for ultra-low emission vehicles and in support of urban 
growth, urban centres and rural towns and areas.  The role that technology has to 
play must not be underestimated and the need to provide for enhanced data and 
telecoms infrastructure will be critical.  WPD is investing by expanding its 
operational telecom infrastructure to support the network now and into the future.  
In addition WPD is moving into innovative connection agreements with customers 
to manage supply and demand, as well as new grid technologies.  In each 
instance and for all development types WPD would ask that the necessary 
development associated with such projects, namely the grid connection, 
telecommunications substations and sub-station extensions receive explicit and 
‘in-principle’ policy support.  Without consent for the generation and supply of 
electricity the outcomes established by the Framework may be difficult to achieve.  

 



There are two ways in which policy support for new and improved grid 
infrastructure could be provided.  The first is to mirror the approach which the 
document takes to the requirement for additional and improved mobile 
telecommunication infrastructure whereby Policy 6 includes reference to 
‘considerable weight’ and ‘presumption in favour’.  Alternatively, reference could 
be made in policy wording  and/or supporting text to policies 1, 2, 4, 7, 10 and 11 
such that there is an explicit acceptance of the need for supporting grid 
infrastructure and a presumption in favour of its development subject to certain 
criteria.  WPD considers either approach to be valid and particularly important 
given that the Development Framework will become a key document in the 
consideration of applications for developments of national significance.  
Presently the framework is silent on many categories of electricity network 
infrastructure including 132kV above ground connections. 

 
 
 

16. Are you...? 
 
 

Providing your own personal response 
 

Submitting a response on behalf of an organisation 
 

 

 

 

 

Responses to the consultation will be shared with the National
Assembly for Wales and are likely to be made public, on the 
internet or in a report.  If you would prefer your response to

remain anonymous, please tick here 

X 


